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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 166831 

44 

ORIGIN ARA-02 

INFO OCT-01 10-01 ISO-OO /004 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :ARA/CEN/CR:MMBOA:HLB 
APPROVED BY :ARA/CEN-MWEISSMAN 

028264 

O 061849Z JUL 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 166831 

FOR ROBERT ROSENSTOCK US LEGAL DIVISION ONLY 

FOLLOWING TEL FROM SAN JOSE DATED 7/2/76 SENT ACTION 
SECSTATE INFO USIA GUATEMALA MANAGUA PANAMA SAN SALVADOR TEGU- 
CIGALPA MEXICO REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE: 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 3240 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR PGOV CS 

SUB J : WILKINS/VESCO STORY 

REF: SAN JOSE 3148 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER SENT TO EDITOR OF "EXCELSIOR 
ON JULY 2, 1976 BY PAO: 

" IN REFERENCE TO YOUR "GRANDES SERIES DE EXCELSIOR", (VI) OF 
JULY 2, 1976 WE NOTE THAT YOU HAVE PRINTED THE TEXT OF A 
DECLARATION MADE HERE IN SAN JOSE BY JAMES W. WILKINS, JR 
THIS STATEMENT COMBINED WITH THE RUNNING NARRATIVE OF 
THE WRITER, AGAIN CONJURS UP THE SPECTRE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES ENGAGED IN KIDNAPPING 
AND MURDER SCHEMES. 
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WE THEREFORE REPEAT WHAT WE SAID IN OUR LETTER TO YOU 
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OF JUNE 25. THAT "THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN SAN JOSE, ON 

BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA, WISHES TO CATEGORICALLY DENY, NOW AND FOREVER 

ANY INVOLVEMENT IN OR KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH A NEFARIOUS PLAN". 

BECAUSE HOWEVER YOU HAVE PRINTED WILKINS' SAN JOSE 

STATEMENT, WE ARE ALSO AT THIS TIME MAKING AVAILABLE 

TO YOU THE COMPLETE TEXT OF A STATEMENT SWORN TO BY 

MR WILKINS IN NEW YORK ON MAY 2 1 . 1976. IN THIS 

DOCUMENT MRGR WILKINS EMPHATICALLY DISAVOWS BEING SENT TO 

COSTA RICA TO KIDNAP OR MURDER MR. VESCO, OR DO 

ANYTHING ILLEGAL, FOR THAT MATTER, YOU WILL SEE THAT 

THIS TESTIMONY IS AT GREAT VARIANCE WITH YOUR STORY AND THEREFORE, 

IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS, WE ASK THAT YOU PRINT THE 

FULL TEXT OF MR. WILKINS' NEW YORK STATEMENT". TODMAN UNQUOTE 

ROBINSON 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ARRESTS, ALLEGATIONS, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE1 66831 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ARA/CEN/CR:MMBOA:HLB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760260-0389 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760787/aaaacypx.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SAN JOSE 3148 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 FEB 2004 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <06 AUG 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WILKINS/VESCO STORY 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, CS, (VESCO, ROBERT L), (WILKINS, JAMES) 

To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 
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